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Editorial 

Welcome to issue ll of our newsletter. 

This will be the last newsletter I wi ll be producing here at Liverpool 
Museum (for the foreseeable future at least'). last year NMGM was 
fortunate to be awarded a mnjor grant from the l lcritage Lottery Fund. This 
will enable us to free up collection storage space back to its original 
gallery staiUS which it was before WWII. lhe natuml history collections 
, .. ill be housed m a new environmentally controlleu storage area. 1\o;;, well 
as allo~' ing greater access to the collections through the new exhibits. the 
scheme "ill provide better research faci lities for visitors working on the 
reserve collections. 

All this has meant that at the moment we are in the process of planning our 
move into temporal) accommodation whilst building work is completed. 
As a result l will not have access to the facilities (or the time!) to process 
the newsleltcr. Due to th1s and my O\\ n imminent development plan 
(maternity leave comrnencmg end of August). I will be standmg down as 
Editor from lhc committee at our AGM. Many thanks to m) colleages at 
NMGM who assisted me over the lust couple of years with NSCO related 
activities. 

Please continue to let us know \"hat's going on out there: what projects 
you're involved with, rev1cws of any courses you have recently attended 

Many thanks to all those who have contributed to this issue. 

An) article.., for inclusion iu the nc:\t newsletter should be sent to Nick 
Gordon at: New Walk Museum, New Walk. Leicester, LEI 7EA.J 

Articles for ne>.t newsletter needed by 09.07.99 

NOTE: This is a temporary 'deposit' address for articles until the next 
editor has been appointed at our AGM. Please watch th•s space for further 
mfonnation 
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View from the Chair 

Dear members. our AGM and Conference will be in Letccstcr on the 22~~'~ and 2J'd of 
June. 1 he laslltmc we met m Leacester was forth~ Risk Ass~ssment Workshop in I 995 
I hope the conference will be as well attended a:. the workshop. 

By now you will have received the programme for the conference and a booking form, 
and I urge you all to attend. The lectures are of a high standard and cover a varied range 
of topics which will contain somethang of interest to all our member.. (I am cspec.tall} 
mterested in the curry lecture at 7pml). 

Our AGM this year is cspcciall} imponant Donn.l Young our Editor must unfonu
nately give up the editorshtp and we urgently need a replacement I appeal to any 
members of the group who have the energy and enthusiasm to put themselves forward 
and help us in our hour of need Donna has i.lone splendtd work over the last few years 
and I hope we can maintain her high standards. Please remember lhnt Lhe newslcucr is 
only as good as tls contributors. and we need )Ou all to contnhute. 

We arc to lose a number of committee members this year, and I'd like to thank Traccy 
Seddon and Kirsten Walker for their years of scrvtce. The> will be mtssed. Tracey has 
been involved with the group from the start nnd helped organise our ftrst Ltverpool 
conference 

l·or the AGM and conference to be a success we need your support and auendancc 
Over the past year we have seen the membcr5htp of I he group grO\\., and with threats to 
collections ani.! posts becoming more prevalent, our group is needed more tJlnn ever 

Many of your colleagues will soon be recet\'lng our new leaflet through thc mail The 
committee has put together 3 marvellous leaflet 10 advenise ourselves to the: natural 
sctence world m large. and as a result ''e expect to mcrease our mcmbcl":;hip in the 
coming months 

!he group. and especiall) Paul Brown and myself. have been active m the dreaded 
accreditation debate. I hrough uur mtcrvcntiun we have bccn successful m supponing 
and progressmg member's apphcauons I hope to sec as many natural scaencc conserva
tors as possible applymg tor accreditation lhts cannot but help to raise the profile of 
natural science conservntton 

See you all in L cicestc1. an cl I hope you will .111 buy me 3 drink • 

Bob Entwistlc 
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Conservation Focus 
News and Events from the Conservation World 

Grants Available from the Museums & Galleries 
Commission 

l ntcrnatiunal Travel Grants 

This scheme aims to promote longer-term contacts and mutual co
operation between UK and overseas museums and to enable museum and 
const:n at ion professionals to maintain and develop their s"t lis and knO\\ I 
edge. 

Applicants should be permanent UK residems working in. or primaril) 
for, museums or museum-related bodies. Eligible projects include study 
tours and attendance at museum and conservation·related conferences 
held outside the UK. Priority is given to projects whach wt ll establish 
longer-term partnerships with ovcrsens museums and related organisa
tions. Grants wttl not normally exceed J.SOO and 50% matching funding is 
normally required. 

Application deadlines arc l June. I September and I December 1999. 

MGC Cooscn:ntion Grnnts 

The schemes under thi~ heading are designed to encourage and promote 
high standards of conservation and collection care to the benefit of UK 
museums 

a. MGC Conservation Grant11: Partnership Projects: These 
grants suprort collaborative projects which pool resources and 
expertise to promote or develop consen atron in the UK 

Eligible applicants arc partnership~ comprising conservation pro
tcssionals rn the public or mdependcnt sectors and/or Registered 

N •• tural Sc1c:nces Con,ervalion Group Ne\\Siecter No.l 0 3 
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museums and museum-related organisations based in the LJ~ \t 
least one partner should normall} be a museum or museum organi
sation. Each partner will be expected to offer something tangible to 
the panncrship. Applicants who are eligible for support from the 
Scottish Conservation Bureau are expected to appl}' there in the 
first instance. 

Eligible projects include initiatives aimed at promoting and ad\:o
catmg conservation: the enhancement of strategic provision of 
conservation services; research and de\ clopment \\Ork; and other 
projects meeting the scheme's purpose ''hich ha\e the suppoll of a 
number of partners. Remedial conservation of museum objects is 
not cligihle for support. 

Grants will usually be a proportion of the total actual project's 
costs. generally up to 50%. Projects costing less than £..~.000 arc 
not cltgtblc for support. Application deadlines arc I June and 1 
December 1999. 

MGC Conservation Grants: Professional De\'clopment: 1 hcse 
grants enable conscn at ion professionals to maimain and de' clop 
their skills and knowledge 3nd ~tudenh t{) broaden their cxpcrien.:c 
of professional con~cn·ation practice. Grants are available under 
three headmgs 

1) Continuing Professional Development G rants 

Eligible applicants arc conservation professional!; in the pub
lic or independent sector based m the UK. Applicants" ho are 
cligihlc for support from the Scottish Consen:ntiun Bureau "re 
c:-.pcctcd to appl) there 111 the first mstancc Grants arc 
available LO\\ards attendance at relevant short training courses 
and conferences in Lhc UK: distance learning: and work C\pe 
ncncc placements in the UK. Matclung fundmg of at least 
S0'1 '11 ,.,. ill nnnnall) be rcqu1rcu Projects costing less than 
£200 c~rc fl(lt elig1ble fot support 

Natural Scieocn Conscn·ntinn Group ~CIISicucr No 10 

Application deadlines are I June. I September and I Decem
ber 1999. 

2} Student Plncemcnt Grnnts 

Fligiblc applicants are full-time primary consen·ation train
ing courses in the l 1\. that lcau to a recognised qualification. 
Students arc not eltgtble to apply for u1rect support Grants 
are a\ ailable to surport <audcnts · work placements atten
dance at conferences <md other relevant in\'olvcmcnt in 
professional activities. The application deadline ts I June 
1999 

folio\\ ing a re' ic" of the Mtil's grant schemes and a 
rcfocusing of 1ts support for conservation. Continuing Pro
fessional Development and Student Placement grants \\ill be 
\\lthdrawn 111 2000. 

3} Const-n ·ation lnternshir,s 

n1e MGC ''ill also he offering four full)-fundcd one-year intern 
ships to studenb "ho wi 11 have completed the final }ear or a liK 
conservation course Ill 1998 or 1999. Details will be ad\'enised 'ia 
the training cour!>cs. For funher information. contact the MGC 
Training Development Officer. 

f'or further dctuils Cl)ntact: 
Ruth Selman 
Grants & I ottery· Officer 
Museums & Galleries Commission 
16 Queen An ne· s Gate 
London. SWIH 9AA 
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Preservation of Industrial and Scientific Material 
(PRISM) Fund 

Administered by the Science Museum on behalf of the MGC. the PRISM 
Fund aims to further the preser\'ation in the public domain of items or 
collections important for the hbtory and dc\elopmcnt of technology and 
science in all their aspects. 

Eligiblt Applicants include fully or provisionally Registered English and 
Welsh non·nnttonol museums and gallcrie~. or charitable organio;ations 
engaged in the preservation of scientific, tcchnologtcal and industnal 
artefacts or monument.-., even though they ma) not be cligtblc for Rcgistra
Lton 

El~giblc ~rojcct~ indudc rhc purchase of any moveable object 01 group of 
o.bJCCts. ll lli"ilntt111g l11story of any branch of technology or science 
(mcludutg natural histor) ), the purchase of archives and manuscript 
matenal '" ith a significant technological. scientific or industrial content 
(excluding books acquired for libra.ry or referenc\! pUiposes); the conscr\'a
tion of mnterial either on acquisition or from cxtsting collections: and 
transport costs associated '' 1th purchase or con,crvation including. in 
cenain circumstances. the dismantling and re-erection of structures of 
technological significance. 

Grants Availa ble arc a maximum of 50% of the eligible costs for 
purchase~ and shall not usually exceed £20.000 on any one item. Up to 
70% may be awarded for conc;ervation project:,. At lcs t half of the 
remaining eligible co~ts must be raised locally. 

Applications can be submitted at any time. 

Contact the Manager. PRI~M Grant Fund. 
The Science Museum. South Kcnsmgtqn 
London S W7 21>0 
Tcl: 0171 938 8005 
Fa'.: 0171-938 9736 or c-mail: 
prism.fund@.nmsi.c.uk 

Nalur"l S'1enc.:s Cvn~c:r.'IIIIOII Gruup Ncwslcuer No 10 

Deodorising Skeletal Material 

In issue I 0 of the NSCG newslcner. Si m on Moo re cc.'lmmented on a method 
for deodorising sJ..eletal material using pl!rfume oil. This was a novel and 
adapt1ve solution for dealing with a smell problem with 'hands on· educa
tional material. 110\"cvcr be lore using such a method a couple of points need 
to be considered: 

• The cause of rhc smell In the case quoted, shark vertebrae. the cause of 
the smell is probabl) residual fish oi ls in the cartilugc of the skeleton. 
lhesc oils will constant I> migrate out of the skeletal material for a long 
period of time Removal of these oils, us far as is possible, will help 
redu~o:t th~ srndl The rehydration step l.)imon u-;cd, a dilute ~olutiun of 
Decon 90, will aid in the removal of such oils. but cure must be exercised 
in using Doeon 90. I his is a highly alka lmc solution and prolonged 
immerston \\Ill promote hydrol~sis utH.l damage proteins t 1p1ds arc also 
soluble tn alcohol. and a prolonged alcohol storage step may also aid in 
the remo\al of excess oil. 

• Perfume oils contain volatile organic compounds. and thus their long
term effects need to be considered. 

Whilst I ha\ e no answer to liimono; particular problem with the sharl\ 
vertebrae. removal of the oils as much us poss1ble should help. For use w1th 
such 'hands on· specimens it may also be worth considering impregnating 
\\ith a consolidanl such as primal or PVA. 

As a slight aside. and not as an answ\!r to nasty niffs in the skeletal store. 
there is an effective odour neutraliser n\'ailable from Neutron Industries 
(0800 393948). ·r his is NI 712 and can be used lb a pump spray or b) 
pounng the tluid into granule dispensers for long tenn eftect. HO\\C\'cr this 
is a citrus oil terpene and hence has a volatile component. Thus it cannot be 
recommended for use in collection storage situat1ons. 

Julian Carrrr 
/.oological Comen:ation Officer 

NCltimwl Aluseumand Gaflery q{IT'ales 

Noturnl Stlcm:c:s Conscr.111100 Grotlp Nc:wslener No 10 
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Additional Note regarding deodorising smelly bones/specimens: 

Taxidcnnists wiU1 smelly sp\!cimen problems routinely use a product 
called Malogon, purchased us a concentrate. J t has a lemon-lime 
smell and is water soluble Fish to be mounted can be prc-soaked 
oYcrntght. Available in half litre botlles (£9.95) from EYEdcntity 
products (Wales). Tcl: 01686 622675 Fax: 01686 622921 . 

New SPNIIC Leaflets 

Like ourscl\cs (sec 'Vi~,;w from the Chair'). the Socict} for the Pr~.:~crvation 
of Natural llistol) Collcctlon!l ha,·e brought out a new and more colourful 
lcallct. On~: contains ill formation about SPNI IC along "ith bro'-hurcs and 
membcrsh1p apphcnt•ons and the other promotes their two storage publica
tion ... 
If )UUr institution is ho~ting n meeting in the future and are \\ illing to 
display the JcaOcts please contact Lisa Palmer ( rrcasurcr) on 
pllmcr.Jic;a@nmnh.si.cdu or Ann Pin1.l (see below) to arrange a bulk 
delivery. 

If you would like to kno\\ about joining U1is socict) you can contact Ann 
J>inll (Membership Committee Co-chair) b\- cmoil on ap
inzl 'ii' iahonton.clan.lib.n,·.us _, 

Nalurol Scu:m:e~ Con~l'\'lllliln Gn,up Ntw'llc:ncr No I 0 

The Ten Agents 
of Deterioration 

An issue by issue guide to the risks facing 
museum col lections 

7. Light & UV 



UV filler film generally has a limitt.:d e:fectivc life. so therefore should be 
checked regularly \\ith a hand-helJ llV meter and replaced when nccessaf) . 
The actual specimens themselves should be regularly checked for signs of 
damage. as 11 is the cumulative effect of hght rather than brightness \~htch 
ull imatcly leads to a specimen's deterioration. A photograph taken prtor to 
displa) could be used as a companson 

The recommcndc.:d maxrmum ilhn111nancc for the limitation of light damage 
1s SO lux for the expo~ure of botan1c~1l. cntomologtcal specimens, fur and 
fculhcrs rMCiC Stauclartlv). ror un-dyccl organic material c;uch as leath~r, 
horn, bone. and wood, a higher level of 200 lux is acceptable. The 
maximum UV radiation limit for all biological specimens 1s 75~l\V/lumcn. 

Lighting '' ithin a case t)r gallcr} cnn be an intensive sour.cc of hea~ and 
rt·duct! relative humiu1t:y Fxposure therefore should be monttored at dtffcr
ent times clunng tht! day. Ventilatton needs to be prov1ded to dtss1pate an) 
excess heat. 1t may not be the actual specnnen that is directly affected by 
the heat but the means of mount/dtspla) method. At Liverpool we had an 
incident whcr\! the ddicate petals of a herbanum specimen. whrch \\aS 

adhered to its mount ft·ngmcnted. Thts was most likely due to the contrac
tion and c~pans1011 of the adhest\'C used. 

If the lighting is within the case, 1dcally a cold source of light should be 
used, e.g. fibre optics or fluorescent tube') ''ith the motor outside the case. 
Altcmatrvcly. keep the lightmg outside the case altogether. 

Rates of chemical degradation of organic material will also be increa<;cd 
with temperature. L1ght mdiation, UV in particular, speeds up this degrada· 
tion b) photo-oxidation. Substance'> can be more or less susceptible to this 
I) pc or damage depending l'lll wlllch par1s of' the spectrum the) obsorb or 
reflect For example. materials that appear red to us "ill absorb momly m 
the blue end of the spectrum (shorter wavelength: more damaging) There
fore, red materi~Jls arc often \\ca"~r than the same materials which are 
coloured blue. 

Domtn rmmg 
Liverpool A1uscum 

r 

Courses and Meetings 

Handling the Past 
29 June 19Q9 Public Records Office, KC\\ 
The Public records Office is holding a one dny forum for a limited number 
of participants to discuss 1ssue.s relating to the trainmg of staff m the proper 
handling and care of archiv<tl and library material lt will be aimed 
spcc1fically at non-specialist stafT. I he forum will take place at the Public 
Record Office. Kew. fhe fee for the dn) will be £30.00 

For further mformation and to reserve a place, ple.tse conta\.t: 
Sue Scber. Preservation Services 
PRU. Kc\\. Rtchmond. Sum!). fW9 4 J)U 
rei 0181 876 3444 cxt 2440 
rax 0181 392 52 54 
r-rnail · pruscrvation~pro.go\ .uk 

Reversibility - Does ll E:\i~t? 
8 I 0 September 1999 London 

I he Britic;h \1useum Department llf C nnser. ation. "ill hold a thrcc-dfl) 
conference from 8-10 September 1999 in London. 

!he concept or rc\crsibilit)' as applied to cleaning. stahilisation. consoli
dation. asscmbl>. and restoration v. ill be addressed, as will changes to the 
physrcal or chemical properties of objects as a result of consenat10n. The 
confctcncc will be confined to the portllble heritage. excluding buildings 
but including mosaics and wall painungs. 

For further information and rcgistra11on pack please cuntact· 
Sara Carroll. Department of C'onscr\<Hton 
lhc British Museum 
Grcm Russell Street 
London 
WCIIJ ~DG 
r·a\ 0171 323 8636 
J:.-mail : con!>crvationraJbrilish-museum.ac.uk 

Q 
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Herbarium Techniques and Management 

Unl\'ero;ity of Birmingham. 5chool of Biological Sciences 
'I utor Richard !.ester, BS1. PhO Lecturer in Plant Taxonomy. 

An intrnductit)n into thl! role and significance of herbaria and the practicnl 
1 '>kilb required for the collection, preser\'ation and management of herbar
ium spt:~:unens rhh course is aimed at people with an interest in rtant 
cnllectitm' .111J will be particularly rcle,ant to National Collection holders 
and botanists. 

1 his course ''ill be oficrcd on t\\ o occasions over three SatUrda) sand "ill 
lnnk at-

• 'I h~ history ami rtlk of herbaria 
• I he practical ski lls required in Clllh:cting. prcserv111g and mtuntaining 

plant specimens. 
• The prin~:1pleo; of herbarium management. 
• The lcgislatwn re levant to the collection. use and c~chnngc of 

herbaria 'P'-·I.imens. 

'I he cuu1 'c j., taught in the "ichool of 13iological Sctcnces, near to the 
Univcrsit~ ~tntion. and studenb will ha\e the opportunity to sludy the 
national I} unportant University of Birmingham Herbarium. 

Saturd:t).) I0.00 - 4.00prn. 9, 16.23 October 1999 
I cc; £50 l~1r three day~ (£45 ). Please bring a packed lum:h. 
Code: Q 98N/OO 1/SB 

Adv:ancc cnrtllmc:nt. \\ ith fee, is es ... ential. ror further details ph!a:,c 
\;On tact 
Pat Sm1th. Dircctur of the Botanic Gardens. 
Schoul ofContinuinl.! 'itudtcs 
58 Edghnston Pa1 k Rond 
Birmingham B 15 2'1 I 
1 clcphonc: 0121 ·t 14 ~9·14 

~ uurol!>cicnc.:s Cun~cl'\ulion Ciruup Nt\nlctter Nu 10 

Teaching Skills for Conser\'ation 

5- 10 ~eptember 1999 West Dean College Chichester 

Pan of West Dean College's Professional Conscr\'ators in Practice pro
gramm~:. 

Course Leader: Rohcrt Ferguson, Senior Lecturer in Education at the 
Univcrsit) of London Institute c•f Education. has con-;idcraole exr~.:ricnce 
in the design and prc"enwtinn of courses for teachers or \;Onscf\ ut ion. 
including the Gett)-:-..1GC C('IUr:>c. Conservation Tc:tching Excdlcnce in 
1990. 

Partidpants '"ill ha\c the npportunit) to re\ IC\v their e:\isting tcadling 
s!..tlls. and tt~ acq u1n: IIC\\ ones I he} wi ll t<.hmtify consenation contexts 
when; a tradll tonal lecture ought be required and others wh1ch call for an 
objecti\~s-based appr~ach . ' I hey "ill examuw a range of tcachmg for
mats, wsth an emphns1s on developing traincl!s · practical skills: and will 
kam to "rite objecti-.cs, and plan courses and prcscmations. The course 
\\ill be participatory throughout in u ~pirit of mutual support and learning. 

Closing date for applications 25 June 1999 

;\ Umited number of Bursaries ar~ available. 

For further detaib and an application form please conta~t; 

Lis V1nson. We~! Oean College. West Dean 
Chl(;hcstcr. \\ c<;t ~u,-.,e~ PO I g 0()/ 
I cl. 01~-+3 818277 
fax. 01?43 81JJ.t) 
E-ma 11 . I vinson@pavi I inn.co,uk 

11 
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Archaeological Sciences 99 

The next meeting will be held on 20-22 Septemb\!r 1999 by Bristol 
Archaeological Sciences Research Group at the Universit) of BrisLOI. 

Call for Papers: Papers and posters arc invited on any sc1cnce-based 
archneological topic. and 1n particular on the following mullid1sciplmary 
themes: 

• Farl} t~o:chnolog.) and materials 
• Post deposit1on processes 
• I auJ~capl! and ~itc reconsll uction 
• flaJaeo agriculture and economy: regional trends 
• <:;kelclnl biolo~) markers of health and status 111 past populations 

Please reply to: 
Ticca Og.ih 1e/l· iona Macalister, Cit> Museum and Art Gallel) 
Queen's Rond. Bri'itol. BS8 I RL 
rct· o 111 <>22 3612 1 n2 1607 
fnx: 0117 <>22 1616 
F..nHH I: gcncral-museum@bristol-clt)'.gov uk. 

Professional Con"icn'alors in Practice 

Oct 1998 - Scpt 1999 West Denn College 

I he m:" prognunmc aim!) to g1vc mid-career conservators. (lr recently 
graduated conservator-restorers the opportunity to find ~pccialist training 
m specific nspects of their profcsston. or Lo refresh their skills and 
~mw.ll!dgc ol ne"' den:lopmcnl:, in materials and technique~ . 

Human Remains: Consen·ation, Retrieval and Analysis 

7-11 No\cmbet 1999 Williamsburg. VA. USA 

Thi~ conference is being organized b) the Departments of C'onservar1on 
and Archaeology at the Colonial Will1amsburg foundation. Cnnservators. 
archaeologists. curators. bioarchacolo~ist and physical anthropologist have 
been invited to submit ab".>tutcts on such specific topics as field tcchn1ques, 
ethics. display issues. legal issut's. current research nnd scientific an.llysis, 
new teclu11ques/technologies and spectlic case swdtes 

f:.nc.h Of the disCiplines in\ itcd l(l Lhc conference. :tpproaches human 
remains from a different point aud oflen at a different time form the 
others-at limes the techniques used b) one discipline tntl) 1mpcdc the \\Ork 
of another 

The aim ofthc conference is to serve as n forum for discussion bch,eenthe 
\anous professions and to foster interdisciplinary understanding on mat
ters rei at ing to the need for standardi1ation aud the potential for develop
ing policies and procedure rch111ng to the remova l. documentation and 
storage ol human rema111s. 

For funher information: 
program - Emtl) Williams 
Department of con.-.crvatlon BHW 
l"he Colonml \\t dliamsburg f.oundauon 
PO Box 1776 
Williamsburg 
Tel. (7q) :no 7079 

E-mnil: e" tlliams n•c."' I org: 
general- Oeb Chapman Tel. (800) 603-0948 or 
(757) 2~0-7181. 1-:.-mall. dchapman.g;c" f.org 

Nruural Sciences Con~Cr\ ~I inn (.roup Ncwslellcr No I 0 13 
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New Publication 

Mount-Making for Museum Objects 

8) Robcrt Barcla~. And re Bcrgcron. and Carolc Dignard. "ith illu\>tra
tions b~ (.arl Schlichting 
v + 57pp. Published b) : Canadian CClnservation Institute, Ouawa, 

Canada. 
Pnce appro:-.. 1.: 26 
ISBM 0-660-175) 1-2 

'I his puhlicatiun i~ \\hat it sa}" it is and cxactl) \\ h.tt one \\OUid expect: it 
is intcnckd f(H thc rei at ivcl) new moum-maker I he book·" strengths lie 
in thc flu.:t that it strcs-.c~ the use of tllf'lcrcnt materials in good detail nn<.J 
is very good at :;trcssing the conservation requirements of the specimen 
during mount making; nnd it 1s n good reference guide for the relative 
begmncr lhe honk defines the 1mportonce of using conscrvutton grude 
mutcrials. us1ng established tccllntques. 

The diagrams arl! useful and inforrn.,ti"e and thl! book as n ''hole is n 
really good reference book though nr·t a particularly good read . ' I he book 
is simple in !'it) le, but there is no mention of potential problems or Jlcahh 
and Safety considcrntions. 

Based on \\01 kshop c:-.pcricncc or nlllttllt-making for nrtifucts the btHlk 
strc-.ses import<HII conscn ntion principles. '' ith u strong emphasis on 
prevcntivt: con enation. TI1e different materials u~ed for mounting ob
Jects an.~ discussed in full , including padding and cush1onmg used. finish
lllg materials and udhc-.ivcs, for c\ampk the use an<.J application of 
cross-linked pol)cth) lenc loam in the mounting of a violin was described 
in c~tensi\c detail .The methods used for measuring objects for mounts is 
covered in dctoil. 

The photugraph :,; me :;omC\\ hat drcar~ and unintcrc:.ting {:-;ome urc c.:\ ell 
out of focus) and could do with being li\cned up a bit: in particular ~.:olour 

photographs and diagrams \\uuld be more useful and interesting acsthcti
call) l he book include~ n useful bibliography nnd an appcndi~ of tools 
and equipment. 

fhe book is a little limited in the varict) nnd size of objects covered. and 
in the absence of relcrencc to natural histOI') objects highlight.. a need for 
such \\Ork to be CO\crcd else\\ here. Despite this I think the book \\Ould be 
useful to natural hbtol')' mount maker.s . 

Overall the book is n good gcnl!ral introduction to till.' thcorv and practice 
of mount making und it is .t good rcfe1cncc guide; the book \\Ould be 
particularly useful for rclatJ\cl\ new mount maker:;. 

D.R. Gra1 
11te Naturu/1/istary ,\fu.Rwn 

Accreditation 

Simon Moore sits ns the Group's rl!prcscntati\c on the UKIC committee 
deal ing with accredi tation for cono;ervator!-1. For those of~ou in\'olved \\ith 
natural scicnce5 who hn' c applied. Siml)ll is available to as.;i!->t and gi' c 
guidance with the application. lie has noted that there ar~ one or t\\o 
innocent looking pitfalls in the 'sponsor' ~cction tickbn,cs which must he 
lilled in . Sirnon is willing to advi!->1! on suitability ol spllnso~. l ie can be 
contacted at the address shO\\ n nn the last page. 
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Ch.tir-F.h•ct: Roht•rt Entwi~tlt• 
lp;wK:h Omough Counnl Mu;eum 
lhghStrcct 
l~wrch, Suffolk, !I' I JQH 
Ttl· 01473 213761 
Fru: 01473 281274 

~arury: P.tul Bro\~n 
Dept. ol F.ntornt•log\· 
The N.tturalll151ur • Muwum 
Crl•rm~cn Hoad 
l.undun, S\V7 5BD 
Tt'l 0171 938 S'~OJ 
F111 11171 <lJB S'~37 
,. mt11/• p,r/•@: trhm.nC'.uk 

Tr.·.t~urt•t: ,'l.io~~:gi•• R1·illy 
Znolcr~,~v l)cpJrtrrwnt 
r luntcrr.tn Mu•cum 
Cl.r~gow lJruvcr~tiV 
GI.Hgt•W, t~12KQQ 
Ttl 01-11 330 4ii2 
ftn: Ul-11 .1:1115971 
.. "'"'' 11/Ti'tl/y@mru.·um slalfC' uk 

1<.111• Andr••w 
ludlow Mu~~'Um 

OM Str~>t:t 
I milo\~ 
Shro~ldrc 
SYSIN\\' 
Trl· 01584 873857 
Fcr-01584 872Dlil 

Nick Cordon 
Nrw W11lk Museum 
New Will).,; 
1-..rc..!Stcr 
LE17EA 
1.-I·Oiln :Z.S'i JJOO 
Fn.l OJ 111 247 JOOS 

SimonMooH· 
ll.trnp lur,• Cnuntv ll luwurns 
Chrlcumb llnu••• 
Clr•lu ·rnb Lane 
Wrn,hestcr, "023 tliUJ 
r~t · rJt!'t•2 s~ ·337 
F11x 01962 86°836 
<' matl,111115m<rtllctluurlmtl hmrlJ.,..;m•.uk 

Victoriil Purewill 
N.1t1onal Museums le Callcrrcs ot Wales 
Clalh:~y·~ rolrk 
Can.hif, CFI 3NP 
r .. ,. 01122 573345 
Fa.r: 01222 2.19829 
f' trwtl: lliciy purnmt a nmgu• or uk 

Tro~cl!y Seddon 
lt',hle:> &: OrganrC'5 Cons~:rvatton 
The Camcrvabon c~ntrc 
Whllt'chapl'l 
I in·rpool ll6HZ 
r.·t OJSI 478 4B-i3 
(a;r· 0151 478 49•10 
,. md· tmr .. -y@nmsmcc4 di'rnou ro.uA: 

l<i~ten W.alker 
lh·· Homrm.m Muwutn 
London Rood 
l·ur\!~1 Hill 
I .on<lon SL::J 3r'Q 
fl'/ · 0181 b991872xl23 
Ftn: 01812.915506 
<' tflllU' tco::fkl'T(E, l:cmmum.dmton.m rtl 

Gh.onys Wa~~ 
Wislx'ch &: Fen land Museum 
Mu eum Squ;ue 
Wasbech 
Cambridgt', rEt3 1 ES 
11'1· 0194.5 58381i 
t nu:il: gu'dss aglohhmd.ro uk 

Oonru Young 
&uny Dep;utmcnt 
ll\~rrool Mu~cum 
\\'rllt:tm Brown Street 
Liverpool L'lBEN 
r,., 11151 e~7s Hi'J 
fnl 0151 -1781390 
•' ttr•lt/ dommt<t umgmnht'.dc•umtt.ro.rt~ 

16 NaturDI s~icn;;~"$ Con CI\OJtlon Cirnup Nc:\\S)CIICr No Ill 



Contents 

View from the Chair 

Coosenation Focus 
Grants emu/able from the .'v!GC 
PRIS.\4 Fund 
Deodorising Skeletal Material 
SP \ 1/C leajlt!t.s 
Courses and .Heetings 
New Publication 
.·1 ccreditat 1011 

N.S.C.G. Committee members 

~C~IENCES~ 
:::> . < 
E- ~ 
oi( -
Z:GROUP~ 

2 

3 
6 
7 
8 
9 
14 
15 

16 


	front cover.tif
	p1.tif
	p2-3.tif
	p4-5.tif
	p6-7.tif
	p8.tif
	p9.tif
	p10-11.tif
	p12-13.tif
	p14-15.tif
	p16.tif
	back cover.tif

