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An Introduction to Molluscs: 
Curation, Conservation and Uses 

A '\1eeting Report of the BCG training da) held at Oxford University Mu
scum of Natu r:ll Hi~ tor) on 31'' Janua r), 2000 

Jo llatton, Asststant Curntor. Grant Museum of Zoology & Comparative Anat
om)', Umverstt) Colle!!c London 
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The papers irom this meeting urc to be publtshcd 111 a forthcoming issue of I he 
Btology Curntor Thts was a well-attended mectmg covenng a rt~nge oftoptcs 
over the cour!>e of the dJ), mtludin~ the cur;llion, conservauon and u~e of mol
luscs in general terms 11 was atmccl large!) at the non-specwltst molluscun curator 
or non natural sctence curator and offered ba~ic gUidelines and practical odvtce 
for those canng for thc~e tmportant and often neglected collection'> 

1 he mecttng began with a talk from Paul ('lark of the Naturall listory Museum. 
who gave a brief synopsts of the types of storage Jars used fo~ the wet prese':a
uon of molluscs and other m vertebrates I Ius went from the ltrst attempts usmg 
llml glass Jnrs scaled wtth ptgs bladder stot cd 111 'spit~~ of wtn.e' ~n the 17th cen
tury, to the modern alternative:'> -.uch o~ Pel'>pcx pOt!; 111 the mtd Oth ccnturv 
Probkms "tth the use of these methods "ere outlined Borostltcate !!,lass Jars w11h 
mdtvtdual ground glass ltds at~ deemed the most ~ffecttve storage container for 
the preservntion of w~.:t collections at the p1c!>cnt11me. 

f he second speaker ,-.as another "'Jatural Htstol) Museum specialist Davtd Rctd 
Thts ttme covenng the Scu.mufic u~cs of mollusc co llect tons Ustng cxamph!s and 
case studies, he showed how molluscs are used for study in a number or fields: 
morpholog) ol anatom), gcographtcal studies concern m~ dtstnbu~ton and ?eo
graphtcal vanatton through ume, baseline <>tudies provtdmg baste tn.formallon for 
environmental use; monitonng of pollution levels for example. and 111 ON A stud
tes for molecular ph) logeneuc analysts 

Stcve Cross from Nattonnl Museums and Gallenes on Merscystde, Natural llts
tory Centre, potnted out I 01 uses (well. not quite) for dry mollusc collections tn 
education Due to the robust nature of o;ome of the larger speues. many molluscs 
ma"e ideal hands-on' exhtbtls lie highlighted many of the ways m whtch m~l
luscs can be used to a1d study ol many urcns of the nauonal currtcu lum and thts 
does not JUSt mclude science' 
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AOer coffee. Mary Scddon from the Nauonal Museum and Gallenes of Wales. 
Cardtff(NMGW) gave an outline and demonstrauon of their documentation and 
public access to collections mformauon prOJect. NMGW use I tlcmaker Pro 
{Apple Mm .. ) for data input. The rationale bchtnd the fields used and the1r inter
rclnttonships were cxplatned in tcnns of case of input Jnd Jccess to spcctfic m for
mation at the other end Mal) wen1 on to dtscuss how she h<td been mvolved in 
transferring parts of the worh.mg d,uabasc to one whtch can be transferred to a 
world wtde web based interface. Th1s can then be browsed by the user on numer
ous search fields such as local it) or collector. from on Internet connected com
puter anywhere in the world 

Jultan Carter also from NMGW, then considered the Conservatton of Mollusc 
Collecttons lie covered the mator problem area~ in the con~er-.atton of dr) stored 
mollusc collections, (wet prcse~'auon requ1ring a day ofsemmars all to thcm
se lvc!>). The main causes of problems in dry (and wet) molluscn collections arc 
tlu: original preparattons. subsc4uent remcdtal \\Orh.. neglect and poor custodtal 
c;ue, poor environmental condtttons and mcorrcct ~toragc, particularly off-gassmg 
from wood or MDF-. decay of storage plast1cs, and en11Ssion of plastictscrs from 
plasttc bags fhe main problems associated more exclustvely with dry mollusca 
collecuons arc the threats from B>nes Dtsease. shell ctacktng and exfoltatton, all 
uf which \\ere discussed in more detatl, '' 1th causes. effects and treatments out
lined 

I tnall}. bclorc lunch, Adrtan \.oms from I eeds Mu~eum talked us through his 
Molluscs for the Mtllt!nnium ptOJCCt, cl C<l'iC stUd) of a collection's c.Jocumcnta
tl011, re <;tor age and access prOJeCt The prOJCCt atms to transfer the n.ttural history 
collect tons from Leeds (it~ Centre Museum into a ne\\ I) renovated storage factl-
11) outstdc llf the ctt) centre fhe 'v1useum boast~ lmtoncally and scientificall) 
11nponant moll uscs amongst its c.ollecttons Substan!lal funds were secured in or
der to more adequately store curate and computer document the collccttons lor 
u!>crs in the new millennium. 

After lunch delegates were able to discuss spccttic problems und obtam addi
tional advtc~.: from some of the mommg's speaker'> Demonstrations of curatortal 
tcchntque!> nnd equtpmcnt \'>ere ~et up b) the :-..latur al H tstor~ Museum I nverte
bratcs Curation Team. a dl!monstration of I ducnttonul uses of Molluscs by Steve 
C ro~s and Conservation problem .. b) Juliun Carter Tours olthe Mollusca and 
other collections at 0\lord lintvcr~tty Museum "ere offered to those mtcre'ited 
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