
 

NatSCA supports open access publication as part of its mission is to promote and support natural 
science collections. NatSCA uses the Creative Commons Attribution License (CCAL) 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/  for all works we publish. Under CCAL authors retain 
ownership of the copyright for their article, but authors allow anyone to download, reuse, reprint, 
modify, distribute, and/or copy articles in NatSCA publications, so long as the original authors and 
source are cited. 

http://www.natsca.org 

NatSCA News 

Title: Is there a Zanzibar Leopard in Your Collection? 

Author(s): Goldman, H. V. 

Source: Goldman, H. V. (2005). Is there a Zanzibar Leopard in Your Collection?. NatSCA News, Issue 

7, 22. 

URL: http://www.natsca.org/article/270 



NatSCA News  Issue 7 

 
Calls For Information 

 
 

Is there a Zanzibar leopard in your collection? 
 
For about ten years Dr Martin Walsh and I have been investigating the Zanzibar leopard (Panthera pardus 
adersi), an endemic subspecies found on the main island of the Zanzibar archipelago, off the coast of Tanza-
nia (East Africa). In international scientific circles, the Zanzibar leopard is generally assumed to have been 
extirpated during recent decades, though Zanzibaris (who associate the leopard with witchcraft) continue to 
report leopard sightings and attacks on livestock. We've presented our findings in several peer-reviewed and 
popular publications, which we are happy to send electronically to anyone interested. 
 
To our knowledge, leopards’ skins (sometimes accompanied by skulls) documented to have originated in 
Zanzibar (all collected pre-WWII) are located in just three museums: Zanzibar's Museum of Natural His-
tory; the Natural History Museum in London; and the Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. I've had the opportunity to examine first-hand all of these specimens.  
 
We would be very grateful for tips leading us to Zanzibar leopard skins (or other parts!) stored in museum 
collections elsewhere. More generally, we're interested in any information relating to the Zanzibar leopard 
and hunting in Zanzibar. 
 
Dr Helle V. Goldman 
Norwegian Polar Institute 
Polar Environmental Centre 
NO-9296 Tromsø, Norway 
email: goldman@npolar.no 
 
 
 
Broad-headed snake enquiry   
 
The broad-headed Hoplocephalus bungaroides (Reptilia: family Elapidae) is probably the most endangered 
snake in Australia. Its range is only about 250 kilometres radius of Sydney, and it is threatened by urbaniza-
tion and by rock removal for landscaping. Its decline was noticed as early as 1869 by Gerard Krefft, Direc-
tor of the Australian Museum, and author of the first book on Australian snakes. Krefft stated in this work 
that he sent “many hundreds” of specimens of H. bungaroides as gifts or on exchange to unnamed “kindred 
institutions” and to specimen dealers in the 1860s and 1870s. Hence, we are now undertaking a worldwide 
search of zoological collections for this species.  
   
We have so far found only a small number of specimens preserved in museums and related institutions out-
side Australia, including Germany, United Kingdom, United States, Austria, Denmark and in the Nether-
lands. Only about 10 specimens we have found can definitely be attributed to Krefft. For example, in the 
United Kingdom we have so far found 7 specimens in two museums (Natural History Museum, London and 
Oxford University Museum of Natural History), but only one of these specimens is attributed to Krefft or as 
a gift from the Australian Museum. We are seeking help from curators of zoological collections to check on 
whether Hoplocephalus bungaroides is present or absent from their holdings.  
   
If it is absent from your collection, could you please send me a quick email to confirm that for my tabula-
tions. If it is present, it would be greatly appreciated if you could advise me of specimen/registration num-
bers as well as collection dates and localities, collector name, specimen type (i.e. spirit or skeleton) and 
other details that may be recorded with the specimens, such as sex, age (adult or juvenile), and length.  
  
Jamie Harris, PhD candidate  
School of Environmental Science and Management  
Southern Cross University, Lismore 
New South Wales, Australia  
email: jharri11@scu.edu.au 
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