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IMPORTANT - NEW EC 
REGULATION AFFECTING 

TAXIDERMY 
On 1st June 1997 the Endangered Species (Import and 

Export) Act 1976 and EC Regulations 3626/82 and 
3418/83 were superseded by EC regulation 338/97. This 
new regulation is likely to affect most museums with natural 
history specimens. 

The spirit of regulation 338/97 is : 'to protect species of 
wild fauna and flora and to guarantee their conservation by 
regulating trade therein'. 

We have, on behalf of BCG, been talking to the DoE 
about how the new regulation affects museums. Fi rstly it 
should be noted that the species covered by the regulations 
includes foreign species covered by CITES but also many 
European birds of prey and owls. Secondly it should be 
noted that it relates to material set up after 1947 . So old 
taxidermy is not affected. The legislation basically covers the 
import and export of such specimens and also "the purchase, 
offer to purchase, acquisition for commercial purposes, 
display to the public for commercial pwposes, use fo r 
commercial gain and sale, keeping f or sale, offering for sale 
or transp011ing for sale". Each individual specimen used in 
any of these ways needs an individual licence. A possible 
scenario for being in breach of this regulation would be the 
setting up of, say a barn owl, on display where the Museum 
charges admission. Also since sale includes hire, the loan of 
a specimen for which a charge is made e.g. school loans. 

However it is possible for "scientific institutions" to 
register with the DoE to be exempt from the legislation. The 
DoE can issue a one-off certificate, covering all species, to a 
Museum which is involved in research and/or education 
which "is aimed at the preservation and conservation of the 
species". Currently BCG are working with the DoE to try 
and see if MGC Registration can provide a short-cut to the 
provision of such a certificate and avoid long, tedious 
paperwork. In addition those institutions which regularly 
loan and/or exchange specimens for scientific research can 
apply for accreditation to use the new labell ing system for 
such movement of specimens. This is likely to apply only to 
those scientific institutions already registered with the DoE 
(currently about 17), and other national and university 
museums. 

The DoE are producing an advice sheet for museums 
which may be affected by this legislation. This will be sent 
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to members as soon as it is available. Below is a copy of a 
letter to the BCG Chair which states the current position. So 
at the moment don ' t panic ! General exemptions for all 
museums are in place and you wi ll be informed before they 
run out! 

For more information or application forms for permits or 
certificates contact the CITES enquiries desk on 0 I 17 987 
8749. We are hoping a representative of the Department will 
come and speak at the BCG AGM in Edinburgh in April 
1998. 

Sam Hallett 

BCG Committee, Bristol Museum 

Jane Pickering 

BCG Chair 

LETTER TO BCG 

Department of the 
Environment, Transport 
and the Regions 

Dear Ms Pickering 

Bob Ford 
Wildlife Licensing and 

Registration 
Ref 8/07 
Tollgate House 
Houlton Street 
Bristol BS6 SAR 

EC REGULATION 338/97 - SALE AND DISPLAY OF 
MUSEUM SPECIMENS 

I. I refer to your letter of 3 September to my colleague 
Ms Middleton about the above, which has been passed to me 
for reply. 

2. As you may be aware, the sale of specimens listed in 
Annex A of the above Regulation is strictly controlled and 
museums will need an exemption from this Department if 
they wish to use or display such specimens for commercial 
purposes. However, special derogations from these 
prohibitions may be granted to such institutions where such 
specimens are being used for research or education purposes 
aimed at the conservation or preservation of the species 
concerned. Provision may also be made for the movement 
between certain registered scientists or institutions of non 
commercial loans, donations, and exchanges of herbarium 
specimens, preserved dried, or embedded museum specimens 
and live plant material for scientific study, using a special 
labelling system. The sale, etc of worked items acquired 
before 1 June 1947 is covered by a Community-wide 
derogation. 

3. For the moment the commercial display of museum or 
herbarium specimens is covered by two general exemptions 
(GEX/ 18 and 19) which expire at the end of 1998. However, 
these will be reviewed at the end of this year and we will be 
writing to all the major institutions advising them what they 
need to do to apply for a certificate under these Regulations. 
Your assistance in forwarding this information to your 
members would therefore be much appreciated. 
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4 . Detailed guidance on these matters is currently being 
prepared and I will forward this to you for information as 
soon as it is available. In the meantime if you have any 
further queries on this matter place do not hesitated to get in 
touch. 

Yours sincerely 

RA Ford 

Global Wildlife Division 

Footnote 

The DOE have agreed that Reg istration will serve as 
a means of identify ing museums able to hold 
exemption certificates . . . thank heavens . . . and 
further details will be published soon! So definitely do 
not panic. 

Jane Pickering 
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Acg~isition and ·copservation 
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• Grants 

What do a fossil starfish in York,anoearly geological 
map of the British Isles in Cornwall and a collection of 
lepidoptera tnLiJton have in commo,n? The answer is 
that all tbtee :have benefited from-the-support of the 
MdC/Scien~iMuseum PRISM di'iW.tF,u.rtd. PRISM. 
can offer ·~~i.S of up to £20,000 :to~i!rds the cost of 
acquiring and/or conserving all kinds of industrial and 
scientific material. including biological, geological and 
palaentologica1 specimens, as well as archives and rare 
books. 

The Fund 1skeen to encomage tnor:e applications 
from natur:a(n!stmy collections, pa{ticularly for 
consezyationprojects. PRlSM covers the ·whole of 
England ancL;wales. Museums thatarejoegistered with . · 
the Museums' and Galleries Commission are 
automatically eligible for the Fun(l. Applications from • 
other organisations, such as charitable trusts engaged in 
the preservation of historic material, record offices and 
archives can also be considered. 

If you }VOuld like mqre details of ,t,he Fund, or if you 
tb,ink youhav~ a project whictt V: . · ~be eligible fo~ 
support, pleaSe contact the Fun . ger, Simon 
Chaplin, or tbe Assistant Manager,'$amEvans, on 0171 

0 

938 8005 .. by email at s.chapJjn@nmsi.ac.-uk, or by post; ,; 
at the following address: 

MGC/Scie;nce Museum PRISM Funil 
Science Museum 
Exhibition. Road 
London s~T2tm 

.t:;.j-)fL< · 
f:::c...>-
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